
   

 

 

 

 

Welcome by Dr Lesley O’Hara 

Welcome to our July edition of the newly 
named Research Matters newsletter. The 
new name reflects our commitment to 
high quality research with the potential 
to inform the services provided by our 

organisation. Research matters because 
today’s health research is tomorrow’s 

healthcare.  

In this issue we have plenty of exciting 
news to share with research          

achievements to report on, an improved 
research grant funding 

scheme, celebrating 450 years of Saint 
John of God services, and more.  
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and the study found that staff not only put in ex-
traordinary effort to care for their residents but 
they are acutely attuned to the emotions and little 
things that make them feel themselves and ulti-
mately enhances their quality of life. As part of the 
research, a literature review was also conducted to 
better understand how a social model of care bene-
fits people living with dementia in long-term care. 
The evidence suggests that social interaction and a 
homelike model are especially beneficial compo-
nents of the social model of care for people living 
with dementia, and facilities that implement ap-
proaches like the Butterfly Model® often see im-
provements in staff and resident outcomes.  

Overall, the findings of our research positively sup-
port the implementation of the Meaningful Care 
Matters; Butterfly Model® approach in Saint Jo-
seph’s.  

In November, our poster at the Saint John of God 
Annual Research Day received an honourable men-
tion, and in June we presented a poster of our re-
search findings in London at the 35th Global Confer-
ence of Alzheimer's Disease International. Most re-
cently, our abstract submission to Alzheimer Europe 
has been accepted for an oral presentation at their 
conference in Bucharest this Autumn. Hopefully, 
this project is just the beginning for research at 
Saint Joseph’s, and soon our findings will be sub-
mitted for peer review to an academic journal. 
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‘That's what Butterfly is about. 
It's going the extra mile to find out who the 

person is. What is important to them.’  
 

..a quote from a staff research participant 

 

Over the last year, exciting research (funded by 
the SJOG Research Foundation) has been develop-
ing at Saint Joseph’s Shankill. Siobhan Grant 
(Fundraising Manager) and Mckenzie Dow 
(Research Assistant) have been investigating fami-
ly and staff perceptions of the Butterfly Model of 
Care, and the components of social care that lead 
to positive outcomes for people living with de-
mentia in long-term care facilities. The Meaningful 
Care Matters; Butterfly Model ® is a person-
centred approach that puts peoples’ feelings first 
and prioritizes the dignity, citizenship, autonomy, 
social and psycho-social needs of people living 
with dementia. Implementation of this model be-
gan at Saint Joseph’s six years ago, and it thrives in 
the daily life of each lodge and therefore each per-
son living, working, volunteering and visiting there. 

As part of the research project, staff and family 
members of residents were interviewed as part of 
a qualitative study that aimed to explore how they 
feel about the care in Saint Joseph’s and gain in-
sights to the experiences of loved ones and staff as 
they navigate through their loved one needing 
specialised dementia care.  

The findings suggest that family and staff believe 
in this model, and they feel it’s the best approach 
for the residents, especially when teams are work-
ing well together. Participants felt that this social 
model of care provided through the Meaningful 
Care Matters; Butterfly Model® approach was the 
best care that residents could receive, and that it’s 
the most appropriate way to care for residents 
with dementia. Many family members commented 
on the incredible atmosphere in Saint Joseph’s, 
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 Autumn 2022  

Who should attend? 

Any member of staff within Saint John of God Hos-
pitaller Services who is engaged in research or 

simply interested in getting involved in research. 

 

Details 

Each half day seminar takes place online via ZOOM 
on Tuesdays 10am to 12pm (approx.) and the same 

seminar is repeated on Thursdays from 2pm to 
4pm, allowing staff greater flexibility in attending. 

Attendance is free for staff and volunteers, but you 
must book in advance. 

 

To Book a Seminar: 

Email Peter Gallagher: researchadmin@sjog.ie 

Phone:  01-533-3388 

 

 

Seminar Schedule Autumn 2022Seminar Schedule Autumn 2022  

1. Getting Started in Research 

 Tuesday Sep 13th 10am – 12noon 
 Thursday Sep 15th 2pm – 4pm  

2. Conducting a Literature Review 

Tuesday  Sep 20th 10am – 12noon 
Thursday Sep 22nd 2pm – 4pm  

3. Developing a Clinical Research Question  

Tuesday Sep 27th 10am – 12noon 
Thursday Sep 29th 2pm – 4pm  

5. Conducting an Audit 

     Tuesday  Oct 11th 10am – 12noon 

     Thursday Oct 13th 2pm – 4pm  

6. Quantitative Design & Methods 

Tuesday Oct 18th10am – 12noon 
     Thursday Oct 20th 2pm – 4pm  

7. SPSS - An Introduction   

Tuesday Nov 1st 10am – 12noon 
Thursday Nov 3rd 2pm – 4pm 

8. Qualitative Design & Methods 

     Tuesday  Nov 8th 10am – 12noon 

     Thursday Nov 10th 2pm – 4pm  

9. Getting Published 

     Tuesday    Nov 22nd 10am – 12noon 

Thursday  Nov 3rd 2pm – 4pm 

 

For further information and the latest updates 
please access the Research Intranet on 

http://intranets/research3/ 

mailto:researchadmin@sjog.ie
http://intranets/research3/
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solution. This means however that checking PROSPERO can 

also be a useful exercise when deciding at the onset of your 

research which kind of evidence synthesis review to pursue. 

PRISMA 2020 and PRISMA-ScR 

It is not unusual to hear PRISMA and PROSPERO discussed in 

the same context, but they are quite distinct. PRISMA 2020 is a 

checklist or reporting guidelines against which a Systematic 

Review should be calibrated, and it incorporates key infor-

mation around methodology, data collection, results and aims. 

Though the 2009 variant is often still returned by Internet 

search engines (if one looks for ‘PRISMA’) it is worth noting 

that the 2020 update introduced some important modifica-

tions in respect of evidence synthesis. There is an attendant 

PRISMA flow chart, anatomising search terms and results, 

though this is largely unchanged. 

As a reporting tool, PRISMA 2020 has evolved largely to meet 

the needs of those carrying out Systematic Reviews. For those 

engaged in Scoping Reviews, the PRISMA  - ScR was created in 

2018. PRISMA - ScR – sometimes called the PRISMA extension 

– is at a glance very similar to PRISMA 2020. In PRISMA 2020, 

the evidence synthesis methods which the researcher must 

describe are more detailed than in PRISMA – ScR, and also 

there are more stringent bias criteria in PRISMA 2020. These 

distinctions make sense when in light of the rationale for a 

Systematic Review, which is to provide context and evidence 

for a clinical intervention. However the ultimate aim of both 

checklists is to ensure rigour in the conception and execution 

of the respective studies. 

HOW CAN THE LIBRARY HELP? 

The Library can help the researcher at every stage of the re-

view process, including the PRISMA guidelines and PROSPERO 

search. With regard to both PRISMA  checklists in particular, 

the Librarian can provide input into the Methods section, help-

ing with data charting processes, eligibility criteria and sources 

of evidence. As usual, the Library also provides background 

support on study review methods, search execution and map-

ping and final draft review.  

 

PROSPERO AND PRISMA  

HOW THEY HAVE EVOLVED AND HOW THE LIBRARY CAN HELP 
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The Library at Saint John of God is involved in a number of 

research projects being carried out by staff across the ser-

vice. Many of these research projects involve evidence syn-

thesis, and resolve into standardised types of review, usually 

a systematic review or scoping review.  Many researchers 

are keenly aware that few reviews will be eligible for publica-

tion unless established protocols and guidelines are imple-

mented, and many are already aware of the protocols that 

are required in a given study.  In the event of uncertainty, 

however, the Library can help advise about these, and dis-

cuss with the researcher which protocols may be required to 

show that the available relevant evidence has been ade-

quately synthesised. 

Just as it is important to be aware of what type of review will 

best serve the ends of the research project, so the protocols 

and guidelines for the research must be shaped by expected 

and standard norms.  For Systematic Reviews, the starting 

point in deciding which is most appropriate for a given pro-

ject  should be to consult the PROSPERO database. 

PROSPERO 

PROSPERO originated in the University of York and it is a 

registry containing Systematic Review protocols on a variety 

of topics, all under the rubric of health. It is important for 

researchers undertaking Systematic Reviews to engage with 

PROSPERO. While it is possible to devise an original research 

protocol, and to register it with PROSPERO, there is little to 

be gained by replicating protocols that have already been 

applied to existing research. It is advisable to run a series of 

searches around your topic to ascertain if an already extant 

protocol could suit your needs. The PROSPERO database 

thus also constitutes a key element in the Systematic Review 

itself. Harnessing existing protocols also helps to consolidate 

proven research approaches on given topics.  

It is important to note that PROSPERO only registers System-

atic Review protocols. The registration process screens out 

Scoping Reviews, Literature Reviews, Mapping Reviews and 

other forms of review that do not have as their aim an evi-

dence base for a specific clinical intervention or diagnostic 
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The Research Foundation recently surveyed 

researchers to capture their feedback about 

the annual research grant scheme.  The re-

sponses have been extremely helpful in guiding 

the Research Foundation through modifications 

which will hopefully improve the grant call and 

make it more appealing to researchers of all 

levels.   

One of the biggest changes is to the Project 

Grant which was previously set at €50k for a 12 

month project. This has been increased to an 

award of €140k over 2 years. We hope this 

change will facilitate larger pieces of research 

conducted by a Principal Investigator (PI) with 

the support of a post-doctoral researcher.  

The Seed Funding grant will remain at €12k but 

over 18 months instead of 12 months. We con-

tinue to welcome applications from novice re-

searchers as well as experienced researchers to 

the Seed Funding scheme. In the application 

form, we now ask the applicant to detail any 

relevant project management experience, out-

side of research, which will ensure the delivery 

of the project. 

Co Principal Investigators (co-PIs) are now per-

mitted for both schemes and it is hoped the 

introduction of the co-PI role will  help to de-

velop PIs who can lead projects in the future.  

The role of the Research Foundation team is to 

support researchers in applying for funding. 

Applicants are welcome to contact the Re-

search Foundation for support.  

The 2022 Grant call opened on Wednesday, 6 July and 

closes on Monday, 3 October. The application period has 

been extended by an extra month.  

Grant Scheme Timeline 2022 

Grant call open – Wednesday, 6 July 2022 

Deadline for Stage 1 Applications – Monday, 3 October  

Research Grants Committee meeting - Wed, 30 November  

Feedback to researchers – Early December 2022 

Deadline for Stage 2 applications – Monday, 19 December  

Research Grants Committee & Research Foundation Board 

approval – Mid January 2023 

Award letters sent – End of January 2023 

Commencement of award – Late February 2023  

For queries or to request support contact Louise Syms on     

Email: louise.syms@sjog.ie 

  

Grant Scheme Update 
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Saint John of God Order celebrates 450 years 
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The Saint John of God Order this year marks the 450th Anniversary of the founding of the Order as a Reli-
gious Institute of Brothers.  This took place on January 1st, 1572, twenty years after the death of John of God 
(not yet declared a Saint) in 1550. To mark this wonderful occasion there was a cake cutting celebration held 
in the conference centre of Hospitaller House on Wednesday, 15th June at 11 am.  Approximately 40 staff 
members and Brothers attended in person on the day. Brother Donatus spoke about the history of the Or-
der and how it all began and Conor McCarthy spoke about the importance of this incredible milestone for 
the Order and the important work the Order has done over the years. Cake cutting events took place at all 
the Saint John of God locations throughout the services at the same time. 
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Data Science Webinar 

On Wednesday, 29 June our Data Scientist Kalianee gave a very informative webinar on “Cognitive tech-
nologies and Data Science: Advancing mental health research using data-driven technologies”. If you 

missed it, please click on the link below to find her presentation and 3 video recordings for easy viewing.  

https://sjogclg-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kalianee_boodoo_sjog_ie/Ev3R2AgSP29Nm3-
8w_OhQLsBnqWY5nWdpuRAFkI6Y1qCpw?e=csJG7p  

If you require any further information or have any ideas for future email Kalianee on:  

 

Data Science Webinar & Research Database 
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*NEW* Research Database  

The Research Foundation is delighted to present a new Research Registration System which integrates 
Grants and Ethics management. The new system will streamline all aspects of Research Administration, 
from program management to complex multi-stage applications. It will allow key stakeholders to manage 
research funding in a user friendly and compliant structure, tracking the full lifecycle of a project from re-
search proposal intent to a fully funded project award incorporating contract negotiations and ethics re-
view compliance. With fully customisation and intuitive interface, research managers and project adminis-
trators can prioritise system features.  

 

This customisation allows SJOG to track all relevant data vital to the funding application while its powerful 
workflow engine provides complete oversight at each stage of the process. 

 

The key functionalities of the system are: - 

• Show researchers’ complete profile (including ORCID information), complete grant application, award 
history and review history. 

• Self-Registration module provide researchers the ability to register and create their own profiles. Once 
registered, researchers are provided with login credentials to access the system via a researcher por-
tal. 

• Web-based application where all functionalities are delivered through any supported browser (Google 
Chrome, Safari, Microsoft Edge) on any computer or mobile device. No software installation is re-
quired, and the system is compatible with any operating system. 

• Includes a native reporting system that provides the ability for ad-hoc reporting and user-definable 
charts and dashboards. Reports can be exported to any format. 

• Different user-groups will have different interface, and access to data will be controlled by the user’s 
role. 

https://sjogclg-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kalianee_boodoo_sjog_ie/Ev3R2AgSP29Nm3-8w_OhQLsBnqWY5nWdpuRAFkI6Y1qCpw?e=csJG7p
https://sjogclg-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kalianee_boodoo_sjog_ie/Ev3R2AgSP29Nm3-8w_OhQLsBnqWY5nWdpuRAFkI6Y1qCpw?e=csJG7p
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Join members of the Research Advisory Committee and the 
Research Foundation Team for the first ever meeting of 

 
 

All Saint John of God Researchers  

(Experienced, interested and those new to the world of research) 

When Thursday, 15th September @ 6pm 

Where Casanovas, 8 Lower Kilmacud Rd, Stillorgan  

Why Tasty food and lots of chat with fellow researchers  

 
RSVP 

Let us know if you want to come along and we will book a 
seat for you. The evening is not funded by SJOG. All 

attendees are to pay their own bill. 
 

Email: Louise.syms@sjog.ie 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Research Foundation clg Team (Website under construction) 
 

Dr Lesley OHara, General Manager 

E: Lesley.ohara@sjog.ie; P: 01-5333384 
 

Peter Gallagher, Interim Research Department Manager, Research & Privacy Officer 

E: peter.gallagher@sjog.ie; P: 01-5333388; (http://intranets/research3/)  

 

Justin Smyth, Head of Library Services 

E: justin.smyth@sjog.ie; P: 01-2771605; (www.library.sjog.ie) 

 

Kalianee Boodoo, Data Scientist 

E: Kalianee.boodoo@sjog.ie; P: 01-5333300 
 

Louise Syms, Administrative Assistant 

E: louise.syms@sjog.ie; P: 01-5333381 
 

Dr Aine Kelly, Research Department Manager 

P: 01-5333385 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2022 

    Grant Call opened        @ Wed, 6 July  

    Research Seminar Series   @ Tues, 13 September  

    Pizza ‘n’ Probability night  @ Thurs, 15 September 

    Grant Call closes     @ Mon, 3 October 

    Research Study Day 2022  @ Tues, 15 November  

http://intranets/research3/

